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REF STATE 37914 

1 . SECRETARY KISSINGER S LETTER TO FOREIGN MINISTER GARCIA 
ROBLES WAS DELIVERED IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL. DUE TO MY 
ABSNECE FROM MEXICO AT INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING I HAD 

TO CANCEL EARLIER APPOINTMENT BUT SAW HIM THIS MORNING IN ORDER 
TO REINFORCE ORALLY OUR CONCERNS ON PROBLEM. 

2. GARCIA ROBLES WAS RECEPTIVE AND SYMPATHETIC. HE SAID 

HE HAD CAREFULLY READ THE KISSINGER LETTER AND HAD ASKED FOR 
A STAFF STUDY TO BE MADE IN ORDER TO GIVE A MORE PROFOUND 
REPLY. HE DREW FROM THE LETTER THAT WE HAD THREE PRINCIPAL 
FIELDS OF COMPLAINT TO WIT: A. NOTIFICATION AND ACCESS - HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT MEXICO HAD A TREATY OBLIGATION 
IN THIS REGARD, REMINDED ME THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OJEDA 
PAULLADA HAS SENT OUT A CIRCULAR, ACKNOWLEDGED MY POINT THAT 
COMPLIANCE WAS STILL SPOTTY. I GAVE HIM A SUMMARY 
AND A CHART OF THE SITUATION AS IT APPLIED PARTICULARLY 
TO THE MEXICO CONSULAR DISTRICT. HE SAID THIS MATERIAL 
WOULD HELP HIS STAFF ON THEIR STUDY AND HE INTENDED TO 
ASK OJEDA PAULLADA TO RE ISSUE CIRCULAR. IN HIS MIND 
IMMEDIATE ACCESS SHOULD BE THE SAME DAY IF POSSIBLE AND 
IF NOT ON THE SUCCEEDING DAY. B. DETAINMENT WITHOUT 
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PARTICULARLY BEYOND ONE YEAR. THIS MATTER WAS BEING 
INVESTIGATED. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN MANY CASES THE DELAY 
WAS DUE TO THE ACTIONS BY THE DEFENSE BUT THERE WAS 
ALSO THE CASE OF OVERLOADED COURT DOCKETS. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT IN A RECENT COMMUNICATION TO THE EMBASSY THE 
MINISTRY HAD TOLD US THAT IN THOSE CASES WHERE A PRISONER 
FELT THAT HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS WERE BEING VIOLATED 
BY DELAYS OF MORE THAN A YEAR THAT THE POSSIBLITY OF 
REQUESTING RELIEF THROUGH "AMPARA" EXISTED AND THIS 
COULD BE DONE ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS BY COUNSEL. C. ALLE- 
GATIONS OF PHYSICAL ABUSE - THIS WAS A PAINFUL SUBJECT FOR 
HIM AS HE RECOGNIZED THAT DESPITE GOOD INTENTIONS AT THE 
TOP OF THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. THERE PROBABLY WERE 
VALID INSTANCES OF ABUSE. IT WAS A MATTER ON WHICH BOTH 
SIDES SHOULD EXERCISE CONSTANT VIGILANCE, AND HE AGREED 
THAT NOTIFICATION AND ACCESS WERE IMPORTANT DETRIMENTS 
BOTH TO PHYSICAL ABUSE AND TO FALSE ALLEGATIONS THEREOF. 

HE WOULD INCLUDE THPS MATTER NOT ONLY IN HIS STAFF STUDY 
BUT IN HIS RECOMMENDATION TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

3. SPEAKING MORE GENERALLY WE DISCUSSED PRISON CONDITIONS 
IN MEXICO AND REFERRED TO AN ARICLE ON THIS SUBJECT IN 
TODAY' S EDITION OF EL SOL, ONE OF THE LEADING MEXICO CITY 
DAILIES. HE WAS INTERESTED IN MY OBSERVATION REGARDING 
CONDITIONS AT LECUMBERRI AS CONTRASTED WITH MORE 
ENLIGHTENED MANAGEMENT IN THE WOMEN’S PRISON AT 

LOS REYES. 

4. IN CLOSING THE CONVERSATIN, GARCIA ROBLES ASKED ME 
TO ASSURE THE SECRETARY THAT HE TOOK THIS MATTER 
SERIOUSLY AS HE REALIZED THE BAD IMAGE IT COULD GIVE 
MEXICO AND THE IRRITANTS THAT IT WOULD CAUSE IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. HE PREFERRED TO DELAY IN REPLYING PERSONALLY 
TO THE SECRETARY UNTIL HIS STAFF STUDY WAS FURTHER ALONG 
AND TOLD ME HE WAS HOPEFUL OF FINDING SOME "NEW ANGLE" 

OR USEFUL NEW PROCEDURE WHICH MIGHT BE UTILIZED TO IMPROVE 
MATTERS AND GIVE GREATER AGILITY TO THE GOM RESPONSE. IN 
THE MEANTIME, HE HAD CENTRALIZED ACTION ON NOTES FROM 
THE EMBASSY ON THIS MATTER IN THE HANDS OF UNDER SECRETARY 
GALLASTEGUI IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY FURTHER EMBARRASSING 
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INSTANCES WHERE DELAYS IN REPLY HAD OCCURRED. 

5. 1 WAS GRATIFIED BY THE OBVIOUS SINCERITY DISPLAYED 
BY GARCIA ROBLES. HE HAD STUDIED THE MATTER CAREFULLY 
AND WAS FULLY UP TO DATE ON BOTH THE VIENNA AND 
THE BILATERAL CONSULAR CONVENTION AND IS OBVIOUSLY 
TAKING A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE MATTER. 
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